The Califernia Geld Rush 


and Beyond 


8th Grade Hxstory 


FLT (Focus Learning Target) 


| will be able to explain the 
major discoveries and 
developments in western 
gold, silver, and copper 
mining in the 180Qs. 


Key Vocabulary 


California Gold Rush- rapid influx of 
fortune seekers in California that 
began after gold was found at Sutter’s 
Mill in early 1848 and reached its 
peak in 1852. 


Forty-Niners- a person who joined the 
rush for gold in California in 1849. 


Real World Connection 


Resilience is important because 
it's needed to process and 
overcome hardship. Those 
lacking resilience get easily 

overwhelmed, and may turn to 
unhealthy coping mechanisms. 
Resilient people tap into their 
strengths and support systems to 
overcome challenges and work 
through problems. 


Building Background 


Although homestead farming was the primary goal of most western settlers in the 
latter half of the nineteenth century, a small minority sought to make their 
fortunes quickly through other means. Specifically, gold Gand, subsequently, 
silver and copper) prospecting attracted thousands of miners looking to “get rich 
quick” before returning east. 


In 1848, carpenter James Marshall was building a sawmill on the American River 
in northern California. Suddenly, he spotted something shining in the water. “I 
reached my hand down and picked it up,” he wrote later. “It made my heart 
thump, for | felt certain it was gold.” When word of Marshall's discovery leaked 
out, people across California dropped everything to race to the goldfields. “All 
were off to the mines,” wrote a minister, “some on horses, some on carts, and 
some on crutches.” 


The Califernia Geld Rush 


e The discovery of gold at 
Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, 
California, brought thousands 
of people from around the world 


in search of gold. 
© Gold seekers were called 
forty-niners. 
o Most did not get what they had 
hoped for. 


e In Nevada, silver was 
discovered and Arizona and 
Montana discovered copper. 


The Califernia Geld Rush 


e By the 1860s, individual efforts 
to locate precious metals were 


rare. 

o Now needed machinery to dig mine 
shafts that would reach the 
minerals. 

o Led to larger business creating 
mining Companies. 

e With no laws to keep order, 
mining camps became 
dangerous and eventually 


turned into ghost towns. 


The Forty-Niners’ Legacy 


e For the California natives, the 
legacy of invasion was 
dreadful. 

o Warfare and disease reduced 
native population. 

©  Californios lost their land to the 
newcomers. 


e By 1850, California had CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC 


enough people to become the 
first state in the far west. 


Describe the 
California Gold 
Rush. How 
successful were the 
forty-niners? 


Partner Talk 


You have 2 mins to talk and discuss the 
question with your partner. 
will share first while pariner 


B listens. 
Partner B will add onto 
response. 


“anne 


Sentence Starters 


The California Gold Rush was... 


| agree with you and would like to add... 


Describe the 
California Gold 
Rush. How 
successful were the 
forty-niners? 


The Chinese 


e By 1852, more than 20,000 
Chinese had ventured across the 


Pacific to California. 
© Were told, “You will have great pay, 
large houses, and food...money is in 
great plenty.” 
e (Qf first, the Chinese were 
welcomed and praised by the 


Californians. 
© As gold mining became more difficult, 
attitudes towards immigrants began to 
change. 


The Chinese 


e In 1852, California government 
passed a law that required foreign 
miners to pay a monthly fee for a 


license to mine. 
© Most immigrants choose not to pay, 
but the Chinese paid. 

e White Americans tried to force 
the Chinese to leave by harassing 
them. 

0 Cutting their hair or braids 


o ©6©Beating them 
o Burning down their homes 


The Chinese Legacy 


e Discouraged Chinese immigrants 
left the mines to open restaurants, 
laundry, and stores in growing 
cities. 

© San Francisco is the today’s oldest 
and largest Chinatown in the Onited 
States. 

o Others helped draining swamps and 
digging irrigation canals. 

e The Chinese introduced the U.S. ~ “SBN ai 
to one of the world’s oldest and Pe ae | eh. iA \ 
richest cultures 


o 6. @rt, tastes, scents, and sounds. NS ee ee on | ww S aS 


Partner Talk 


You have 2 mins to talk and discuss the 
question with your partner. 

Partner Q will share first while partner 

B listens. 

Partner B will add onto partner A 
response. 


“antec 


Sentence Starters 


The Chinese responded to the discrimination 
they face in California by... 


| agree with you and would like to add... 


How did the 
Chinese respond 
to the 
discrimination they 
faced in 
California? 


How did the 
Chinese respond 
to the 
discrimination they 
faced in 
California? 


Checkpoint 


Describe the California Gold Rush. 
How successful were the 
forty-niners? 


How did the Chinese respond to the 
discrimination they faced in 
California? 


Would you have taken the trip to 
California in search of gold? 


